CHAPTER    V
Differences Between a Materialist and a
Christian Civilization
IN previous chapters we have been concerned with
the question whether the religious interpretation of
life is true, or whether its claim is so false or dubious
that we are reduced to the materialist conception
and must adjust our ideas to that more confined
horizon.
We must now pass to a final consideration of the
differences between a Christian and a materialist
civilization in practice, tracing the consequences
of the rival theories. If we agree that these practical
differences are important, the second section of this
book will have to some extent justified itself, for my
aim throughout has been to insist that this is not
merely an academic issue. If the coming civilization
is based on a complete overthrow of the Christian
tradition and a substitution of the materialist creed,
its entire nature will be affected. And we, or our
children, who are to function in that civilization,
will be concerned even to the intimate details of our
personal lives.
The Materialist State will be Authoritarian
The first distinctive contribution of materialism is,
as we have seen, the doctrine of irrationalism: man